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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for-pr^vying-paym e ^ 
comprising: 

receiving information, via a network, identifying a network user; 
determining a credit risk associated with making payments on behalf of the 
network user; 

setting a payer status associated with the network user to assigning one of a first 
payer status and a second payer payor status to the id e ftt - ifi e d^ e tw - ork -- u se ? based at least 
in part on the determined credit risk ; 

determining which of the first payer status and the second paver status is 
associated with the network user; 

if the first payer status is determined to be associated with the identified network 
user, transmitting a payment screen enabling the identified network user to pay any of a 
first plurality of payees; and 

if the second payer status is determi ned to be associat ed with the identified 
network user, transmitting a payment screen enabling the identified network user to pay 
any of a second plurality, of payees 

subsequent to transmitting the payment screen, receiving a request to pay a payee 
on- b e half ef4he4dent^ ^ ^^ ^ 

executing the request to make pa ym e nt4e - 4h e ^ay ^ -on - % e half - ef - th e-- n e two - rk - user 
wh e th e r or not the pay ee is within a d e fined plurality of payees, if th e first pay e r status is 
assigned ; and 

executing the request to make payment to the payee on behalf of - t - h e -n e twork-u s er 
Gnly -- if -t h e pay e e i s one of the defined plurality of pay ee s, if th e second payer status is 
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2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the information identifying the 
network user is received from a sponsor of the network user. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein : th e r e quest i s e x e cut e d by 
a-f >aym e at --se Fvie e -p ' re - vM e F; -- a«d 

at least one of the first plurality of payees and second plurality of payees is 
defined by at least one of 1) the payment service provider, and 2) a sponsor of the 
network user. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

executing a p l ufdity - - of payments on behalf of the network user , wherein 

executing, the payment includes a debit to a financial account associated wi th the network 
user maintained with a financial institution : and 

storing payment information associated with each of the plurality of payments . 

wh e rein us e r e x e cution of each of th e plurality of payments includes a d e bit to a 
financial account associat e d with th e n e twork us e r maintained with a financial institution; 

wherein the stored payment information associated with each of the plurality of 
payments includes at least one of 1) a date of execution of each r e spectiv e the payment, 
2) information indicating if the debit associated with e aek-r e speetive the payment resulted 
in that debit not being honored by the financial institution, and 3) information indicating 
the a number of payments was executed on behalf of the network user. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4, wh e r e in 4h e- fir s t-pay e- r -status r aad 
further comprising: 

changing the payer status ftem to the other of the first payer status and to the 
second payer status based on the stored payment information, wherein the stored payment 
information includes payment information associated with a plurality of payments 
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previously made on behalf of the network user associated with each of the plurality of 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim \ wh e r e in the a s sign e d pay e r status 
is th e first payer status, and further comprising: 

changing the payer status ftem to the other of the first payer status and te the 
second payer status based on a later determined credit risk in making the payments on 
behalf of the network user. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, whereim th e -i nform a tion 
identifying - 4h e -n e twerk - -a se r is r e ceived during a real time communication session; and 

determining which of the fir st payer status and the second payer status is 
associated with the network user; includes associating the first payer status and the 
second payer status is assigned to the network user during a the real-time communication 
session. 

11. (Currently Amended) The method of claim I, wh e rein the defin e d plurality of 
payee s is a defined fir s t plurality of pay ee s, and further comprising: 

executing the r e qu e st to make payment to th e payee on behalf of -th e -ri e- twork-u se r - 
only if the payee is one of a d e fin e d s econd plurality of payees, if associating a third 
payer status to the network user i s assigned . 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 44, whereim the first plurality of 
payees is determined by a first entity other than the network user; and 
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wherein the second plurality of payees is determined by a second entity other than 
the network user, the second entity being different than the first entity. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the first entity is a sponsor of the 
network user. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the first entity is a payment service 
provider. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein ^th e- r e e e i - v e d -- infeHnation 
yentifytng-th & -n & tw r ork user includes information identifying a s ponsor of the network 
user; and 

determining which of a first paver status and a second payer status is associated 
with the network user the payer status is assigned is based at least in part upon the 
identity of the a sponsor of the network user . 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

executing a plurality of payments on behalf of a the network user , wherein 
executing the payment includes a debit to a financial account asso ciated with the network 
user on whose behalf tha t paym ent is executed, wherein the financial account is 
maintai ned with a financial institution; and 

storing payment information a ss ee4 a t@4 - with - e aeh-ef -4 h e ~plHfa ii t y - e- f -- p a ym e n te ;i 
wherein the paym ent information includes i nformation identifying a payee associated 
with the payment j-and 

determining the plural - ity - of - p a y ees- -ba se d--^ 
with each of the plurality of payments; 

wherein e xecution of each of th e plurality of paym e nts- i netude s - a -d e bk-te-a 
faane i al- account associated with one of the plurality of network users on whose behalf 
that payment is e xecut e d, each financial accou nt m ai ntain e d - w it h - a -- finane4ai - 4ns - t i tutien; - 
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wher e in the information associat e d with each of th e plurality of payment s 

includes at least one of 1) information identifying a payee of each -respective paym e nt, 2) 
a- date of execution of-eaeh r e spective paym e nt, and 3 ) information indicating if the debit 
associated with each respective payment result e d in that d e bit not - b o ing honored by th e 
respectiv e financial institution , 

17. (Withdrawn) A method for making a payment on behalf of a network user, 
comprising: 

receiving, via a network, information identifying a network user and a request to 
make payment on behalf of the identified network user; 

selecting one of a first mode and a second mode of operation based on the 
received information; 

if the first mode of operation is selected, executing the request to make a payment 
on behalf of the network user to any payee designated in the received request; and 

if the second mode of operation is selected, executing the request to make a 
payment on behalf of the network user only if one of a plurality of payees is designated in 
the received request. 

18. (Withdrawn) A method for enrollment in an electronic payment service, 
comprising: 

receiving a request, via a network, to enroll a network user in an electronic 
payment service, the request including information associated with the network user; 
enrolling the network user based on the received information; 
assigning a first user status to the enrolled network user; 

subsequent to assigning the first user status to the enrolled network user, 
determining a credit risk associated with making payments on behalf of the enrolled 
network user based on the received information; and 

if the credit risk is below a predetermined threshold, changing the first user status 
to a second user status; 
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wherein with the first user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf of 
the enrolled network user to one of a plurality of payees, the plurality of payees being 
determined by other than the enrolled network user; and 

wherein with the second user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf 
of the enrolled network user to any payee designated by the enrolled network user. 

19. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 18, wherein: 

the network user is enrolled during a real-time communications session; 

the first user status is assigned during the real-time communications session; and 

the credit risk is determined subsequent to the real-time communications session. 

20. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 19, further comprising: 

receiving a request to execute a payment on behalf of the network user during the 
real-time communications session; and 

accepting for execution the received request during the real-time communications 
session. 

21. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 18, wherein: 

enrolling the network user includes verifying the received information; and 

the information associated with the network user is at least one of 1) information 

identifying the network user, and 2) information identifying a financial account 

associated with the network user. 

22. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 8, further comprising: 
executing a plurality of payments on behalf of the enrolled network user; 
storing information associated with each of the executed plurality of payments; 
determining a payment history status based upon the stored information; 

if the determined payment history status is a first payment history status, 
assigning the enrolled network user the first user status; and 
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if the determined payment history status is a second payment history status, 
assigning the enrolled network user the second user status. 

23. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22, wherein: 

executing a payment on behalf of the enrolled network user includes a debit to a 
financial account associated with the enrolled network user, the account maintained with 
a financial institution; and 

the stored information associated with each of executed plurality of payments 
includes at least one of 1) information indicating if the debit associated with each 
respective payment resulted in that debit not being honor by the financial institution, 2) 
information indicating a number of payments executed on behalf of the enrolled network 
user, and 3) a date of execution of each respective payment. 

24. (Currently Amended) A system for providing payment services via a n e twork , 
comprising: 

a communications port configured to receive and transmit information via a 
network; 

a memory configured to store information associated with providing electronic 
payment services; and 

a processor in communication with the communications port and the memory and 
configured to 1) receive, via the network and from the communications port, information 
identifying a network user, 2) determine a credit risk associated with making payments 
on behalf of the network user, 3) set a paver status associated with the network user to 
assigning one of a first payer status and a second payer status to th e iden ti fi e d n e twor k 
vtsef based at least in part on the determined credit risk. 4) determine which of the first 
payer status and the second payer status is associated with the network user, 5) if the first 
payer status is determined to be associated with the identified network user, transmit a 
payment screen enabling the identified network user to pay any of a first plurality of 
payees, and 6) if the second paver status is determined to be associated with the identified 
network user, transmit a payment screen enabling the identified network u ser to pay any 
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of a second plurality of payees 3 - > - r -e e ei v cy - via the network and from the communications 
port r a ^e quest to pay a payee on behalf of the identified network user, 4) dir e ct execution 
of the request to mak e payment to th e paye e on b e half of th e network user whe - th e f-or-aet 
the payee s within a - ^ e fmed^uf a hty^^ is assigned, and 5) 

direct execution of the request to make payment to the payee on behalf of th e n e twork 
user only if the pay e e is one of th e d e fined plurality of payees, if the second payer status 
ts-- a ss ign e d . 

25. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein the information identifying the 
network user is received from a sponsor of the network user. 

26. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein- 
t h e ^ e qH est 4s -e ^ e ettted - 4>y-a-p a yment s ervice ' provider; and 

at least one of the first plurality of payees and second plurality of payees is 
defined by at least one of 1) the payment service provider, and 2) a sponsor of the 
network user, 

27. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein: 

the processor is further configured to direct execution of a plurality of payments 
on behalf of the network user, wherein execution of the payment includes a debit to a 
financial account associated with that network user maintained at a financial institution; 
and wherein the processor is further configured to store payment information associated 
with e ach of th e plura lity of pa y men ts in the memoryt 

execution of each of the plurality of paym e nts includes a debit to -a financial 
account associat e d with that network u ser m ai nt a jn e d - Qt -- a -- finane i al institution; 

aad wherein the stored payment information associat e d with each of the plurality 
of payments includes at least one of 1) a date of execution of the e ach respective 
payment, 2) information indicating if the debit associated with the e ach resp e ctive 
payment resulted in that debit not being honored by the financial institution, and 3) 
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information indicating the a numb e r of payments was executed on behalf of the network 
user. 

28. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 27, whereinf4 h e- a ss ign e d"pay^F-stafa s 
is the first payer status; and 

the processor is further configured to change the payer status to the other of from 
the first payer status and te the second payer status based on the stored payment 
information , wherein the stored payment inform ation, i ncludes payment information 
associated with a plurality of payments previously made on behalf of the network user 
associat e d with e ach of the plurality of - paym e nts . 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (Canceled) 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24 whereim 
t h e- a ss- igned - pay e r-s ta tus is the first payer status; and 

the processor is further configured to change to the other of the first payer status 
te and the second payer status based on a later determined credit risk in making the 
payments on behalf of the network user. 

32. (Canceled) 

33. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein- 

th e information ident i fy kg--the - ^ e twork user is received during a real tim e 
eeffimunieatien 'S- - s& s s i ' en - raR d 

the payer status is assigned the processor is configured to determine whic h of the 
first payer status and the secon d payer status is associated with the network user during a 
the real-time communications session. 
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34. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 25, whereim 

th e d e fined plu r a l it y of- p a y e e s -ls -a r -d e ft - H e d-fir s t plurality of payees; and 
the processor is further configured to dir e ct e x e cution of th e request-te~ ~ mafe e 
payment to the paye e on b e half of th e n e twork us e^ ea ly-if- th e- ^aye e -is-on e of a defined 
second plurality of payees,' i f associate a third payer status to the network user is 

35. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24 54, whereim 

the first plurality of payees is determined by a first entity other than the network 
user; and 

wherein the second plurality of payees is determined by a second entity other than 
the network user, the second entity being different than the first entity. 

36. (Original) The system of claim 35, wherein the first entity is a sponsor of the 
network user. 

37. (Original) The system of claim 35, wherein the first entity is a payment service 
provider. 

38. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, whereim 

the received information identifying the n e twork us e r includ e s informat i eft 
identifying a sponsor of m e ^ e twofk^ e r - pa&d 

the determination of which o f the first .pa yer status and the second paver status, 
the payer status is assigned is based at least in part upon the identity of a the sponsor of 
the network user , 

39. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein: 

the processor is further configured to 4)-direct execution of a plurality of 
payments on behalf of a plurality of network users, wherein execution of the payment 
includes a debit to a financial account associ ated with the network user on whose behalf 
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that pa yment is executed, wherein the financial account is maintained with a financial 
institution; and store payment information associated with each of the plurality of 
paym e nts in the memory, wherein the payment information includes information 
identifying a payee associated with the payment and 3) d e t e fmrn e -the plurality of payees 
based on the stor e d information -ass eei a t e d ^ with -e aeh of the plurality of payments; 

execution of each of the plurality of paym e nts incl u d es a debit to a financial 
account as s ociated with on e of the - plurality of network users on whos e b e half that 
payment is ex e cut e d, each d e posit a cc ount maintain e d with a financial institution; and 

th e- informa ti on associat e d with each of th e plurality payment s includ e s 1) 
information identifying a pay ee of each r e sp e ctiv -e- pa - ym e nt, 2) a date of execution of 
each respective paym e nt, and 3) informati^a - indieating if the debit associat e d with each 
r e sp e ctive - payment-fesulted in that debit not b e ing honor e d by the respective financial 

40. (Withdrawn) A system for making a payment on behalf of a network user, 
comprising: 

a communication port configured to transmit and receive information via a 
network; 

a memory configured to store information associated with network users; and 

a processor in communication with the communications port and the memory and 
configured to 1) receive, via the network and from the communications port, information 
identifying a network user, and a request to make payment on behalf of the identified 
network user, and 2) select one of a first mode and a second mode of operation; 

wherein if the first mode of operation is selected, the processor is further 
configured to direct execution of the request to make payment on behalf of the network 
user to any payee designed in the received request; and 

wherein if the second mode of operation is selected, the processor is further 
configured to direct execution of the request to make payment on behalf of the network 
user only if one of a plurality of payees is designated in the received request. 
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41. (Withdrawn) A system for enrollment in an electronic payment service, 
comprising: 

a communications port configured to transmit and receive information via a 
network; 

a memory configured to stored information associated with providing an 
electronic payment service; and 

a processor in communication with the communications port and the memory and 
configured to 1) receive, via the network and from the communications port, a request to 
enroll a network user in an electronic payment service, the request including information 
associated with the network user, 2) enroll the network user based upon the received 
information, 3) assign a first user status to the enrolled network user, 4) subsequent to 
assigning the first user status to the enrolled network user, determine a credit risk 
associated with making payments on behalf of the enrolled network user based on the 
received information, and 5) if the credit risk is below a predetermined threshold, 
changing the first user status to a second user status; 

wherein with the first user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf of 
the enrolled network user to one of a plurality of payees, the plurality of payees being 
determined by other than the enrolled network user; and 

wherein with the second user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf 
of the enrolled network user to any payee designated by the enrolled network user. 

42. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 41 , wherein: 

the network user is enrolled during a real-time communications session; 
the first status is assigned during the real-time communications session; and 
the credit risk is determined subsequent to the real-time communications session. 

43. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 42, wherein: 

the processor is further configured to receive, via the network and from the 
communications port, a request to execute a payment on behalf of the network user 
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during the real-time communications session, and accept for execution the received 
request during the real-time communications session. 

44. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 42, wherein: 

the processor is further configured to verify the received information to enroll the 
network user; and 

the information associated with the network user is at least one of 1) information 
identifying the network user, and 2) information identifying a deposit account associated 
with the network user. 

45. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 42, wherein: 

wherein the processor is further configured to 1) direct execution of a plurality of 
payments on behalf of the enrolled network user, 2) store information associated with 
each of the executed plurality of payments in the memory, and 3) determine a payment 
history status based upon the stored information; 

wherein if a first payment history status is determined, the processor is further 
configured to assign the first user status to the enrolled network user; and 

wherein if a second payment history status is determined, the processor is further 
configured to assign the second user status to the enrolled network user. 

46. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 45, wherein: 

executing a payment on behalf of the enrolled network user includes a debit to a 
financial account associated with the enrolled network user maintained with a financial 
institution; and 

the stored information associated with each of the plurality of payments includes 
at least one of 1) information indicating if the debit associated with each respective 
payment resulted the debit not being honored by the financial institution, and 2) 
information indicating a number of payments executed on behalf of the enrolled network 
user. 
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47. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture for providing payment sendees 
via a network , comprising: 

a computer readable medium; and 

computer programming stored on the medium; 

wherein the stored computer programming is configured to be readable from the 
computer readable medium by a computer to thereby cause the computer to operate so as 
to: 

receive information, via a network, identifying a network user; 

determine a credit risk associated with making payments on behalf of the network 

user; 

set a paver status associated with the network user to -assiga one of a first payer 
status and a second payer status to-th e -network us e r based at least in part on the 
determi ned credit risk ; 

determine which of the first payer status and the secon d payer status is associated 
with the network user; 

if the first payer status is determined to be associated with the identified network 
user, transmit a payment screen enabling the identified network user to pay any of a first 
plurality of payees; and 

if the second paver status is determined to be associated with the identified 
network user, transmit a payment screen enabling the identified network user to pay any 
of a second plurality of payees 

r e e e- iv e- a - r e quest to pay a payee on behalf of the identified network us e r via th e 

execut e the request to make payment ~ to4he paye e on b e half of the network user 
whether or - Bot-tfe e- pay e e is within a defined plurality of payees, if th e first payer status i s 
assigned; and 

e x e cute th e request to make payment to th e- payee o n b e half of th e network user 
only if the payee is one of the-d e fined - plurality of payees, if the second-paye - r-status is 
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48. (Withdrawn) An article of manufacture for making a payment on behalf of a 
network user, comprising: 

a computer readable medium; and 

computer programming stored on the medium; 

wherein the stored computer programming is configured to be readable from the 
computer readable medium by a computer to thereby cause the computer to operate so as 
to: receive, via a network, information identifying a network user and a request to make 
payment on behalf of the identified network user; 

select one of a first and a second mode of operation based upon the received 
information; 

if the first mode of operation is selected, executing the request to make a payment 
on behalf of the network user to any payee designated in the received request; and 

if the second mode of operation is selected, executing the request to make a 
payment on behalf of the network user only if one of a plurality of payees is designated in 
the received request. 

49. (Withdrawn) An article of manufacture for enrollment in an electronic payment 
service, comprising: 

a computer readable medium; and 

computer programming stored on the medium; 

wherein the stored computer programming is configured to be readable from the 
computer readable medium by a computer to thereby cause the computer to operate so as 
to: 

receive a request, via a network, to enroll a network user in an electronic payment 
service, the request including information associated with the network user; 
enroll the network user based upon the received information; 
assign a first user status to the enrolled network user; 

subsequent to assigning the first user status to the enrolled network user, 
determine a credit risk associated with making payments on behalf of the enrolled 
network user based upon the received information; and 
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if the credit risk is below a predetermined threshold, change the first user status to 
a second user status; 

wherein with the first user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf of 
the enrolled network user to one of a plurality of payees, the plurality of predetermined 
payees being determined by other than the enrolled network user; and 

wherein with the second user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf 
of the enrolled network user to any payee designated by the enrolled network user. 

50. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the second plurality of payees is a subset 
of the first plurality of payees. 

51. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the first plurality of payees includes 
s pecifically designated payees. 

52. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the second plurality of payees consists of 
a set of specifically designat ed payees. 

53. (New) The system of claim 24, wherein the second plurality of payees is a subset 
of the first plurality of payees. 

54. (New) The system of claim 24, wherein the first plurality of payees includes 
specifically designated payees. 

55. (New) The system of claim 24, wherein the second plurality of payee s consists of 
a set of specifically designated payees. 
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